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'Little dark secret': DEA agent on trial accused of taking $250K in
bribes from Mafia

This June 13, 2014, file photo shows Drug Enforcement Administration agents in Florida.

By JIM MUSTIAN and JOSH-
UA GOODMAN

Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — The

way prosecutors
Joseph Bongiovanni went
to work for years with a "lit-
tle dark secret."

Associated Press

Behind the veneer of a vet-
eran U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration agent, they
alleged, was a turncoat on

the take from the Buffalo
Mafia, offering an"umbrella
of protection" that derailed
investigations of his child-
hood friends, covered for
a sex-trafficking strip club
and even helped a con-
nected high school English
teacher keep his marijua-
na-growing side hustle.

In a federal trial that began
this  month, prosecutors
portrayed Bongiovanni as
a greedy racist who pock-
eted more than $250,000
in cash-stuffed envelopes
over a decade and threw
his colleagues off by open-
ing bogus case files and
encouraging them to
spend less time investigat-
ing Italians and more time
on Blacks and Hispanics,
"N--—-- and s—--" he was al-
leged to have called them.
When authorities  finally
unmasked him in 2019, he
hastily retired and wiped his
cellphone clean.
“Sometimes the DEA

doesn’t get it right,” Assist-
ant U.S. Aftorney Joseph
Tripi told jurors. “He was
able to manipulate eve-
ryone because, in law en-
forcement, there's a cer-
tain amount of frust that's
inherent. He did it under the
watch of supervisors who
under-supervised him.”

The 59-year-old Bongiovan-
ni has denied the counts
of bribery, conspiracy and
obstruction of justice that
could land him behind bars
for life, charges his attorney
says are built on lies “so fan-
ciful they don't just strain
credibility, they rip it apart.”
The ftrial is the latest gut
punch to the 4,100-agent
DEA, which has seen at
least 16 agents brought up
on federal charges since
2015, a parade of miscon-
duct that has revealed
gaping holes in the agen-
cy's supervision.

Continued on next page
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Former DEA agent Joseph Bongiovanni arrives at the Robert H. Jackson U.S. Court House for a hearing for an upcoming trial on drug
and bribery charges, Wednesday, June 21, 2023.

Continued from Front

The crimes have included
child pornography, drug
frafficking, leaking infel-
ligence to defense attor-
neys and selling firearms o
cartel associates, an Asso-
ciated Press analysis found.
One carried a "Liberty or
Death" flag and flashed his
badge outside the Capitol
on Jan. 6. Another infiltrat-
ed the DEA in Chicago and
helped fraffickers smuggle
thousands of kilos of co-
caine from Puerto Rico fo
New York.

At least three veteran
agents are serving prison
sentences of a decade or
longer, including one who
laundered money for car-
tels in Colombia and spent
lavishly on expensive sports
cars and Tiffany jewels, and
an Arkansas-based agent
recorded taking a bribe in-
side a Las Vegas casino.

The cases, coming amid
an epidemic of more than
100,000 fatal drug over-
doses a year, often pres-
ent yearslong headaches
for the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment to determine wheth-
er any investigatfions were
faintfed when rogue agenfts
betrayed the badge.

"We should not expect to
see this much crime in one
law enforcement agency,”
said Rachel Moran, an as-
sociate professor at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas School
of Law in Minneapolis. "The
common thread | see here
is a lack of oversight and
accountability.”

The DEA declined to com-
ment. DEA Administrator
Anne Milgram is herself the
subject of an ongoing In-
spector General inquiry ex-
amining whether the agen-
cy improperly hired some
of her past associates.

Like other DEA scandals,
the Bongiovanni case un-
derscores recurring ques-
tions about the agency's
hiring standards and abil-
ity to root out corruption.
Background checks didn't
furn up Bongiovanni's prior
drug use and fies to Ital-
ian organized crime in his
native Buffalo, prosecu-
tors said, and not a single
member of law enforce-
ment was on to him un-
il a frafficker paying for
Bongiovanni's  protection
was arrested by another
agency. "He's got that little
dark secret," Tripi said. The
frial, expected fo last two
months, is part of a broader
sex-frafficking prosecution
that has taken sensational
turns, including an impli-
cated judge who killed
himself after the FBI raided
his home, law enforcement
dragging a pond in search

Associated Press

of an overdose victim and
dead rats planted outside
the home of a government
withess who prosecutors al-
lege was later killed by a
fatal dose of fentanyl.
Bongiovanni was raised in
a fight-knit Italian American
community in North Buffalo
and known as a "door kick-
er' in the DEA, defense at-
torney Parker MacKay said,
"not the type tossitin front of
a computer.”

In his high school yearbook,
Bongiovanni said he want-
ed to be a bilionaire. But
prosecutors said he went
through financial struggles
during his two-decade ca-
reer that made him vulner-
able to taking bribes.

His protection ranged from
providing an "all clear" as-
suring frafficker friends they
were not on law enforce-
ment's radar to leaking
inteligence and opening

fictitious cases that made it
appear he was investigat-
ing them or relying on them
as informants, prosecutors
said, a sort of catch-and-
kil tactic that prevented
other law enforcement
agencies from pursuing
their own cases. This also
positioned Bongiovanni to
receive notice any time
another agency became
interested in one of the tar-
gets, a process known as
deconfliction. Bongiovanni
also is accused of vouch-
ing for criminals, filing bo-
gus reports and swiping a
sensitive DEA case file on
organized crime that he
stored in his basement after
his abrupt retirement.
Among the rackets Bon-
giovanni is accused of pro-
tecting is Pharoah's Gentle-
men's Club, a sfrip club
outside Buffalo described
by prosecutors as a haven
for drug use and sex fraf-
ficking. Bongiovanni was
childhood friends with the
owner, Peter Gerace Jr.,
who authorities allege has
close ties to both the Buf-
falo Mafia and the notori-
ously violent Outlaws Mo-
torcycle Club.

Prosecutors said Gerace
had the agent on speed
dial for advice when he
needed to cover up the
overdose of a stripper. The
evidence includes a voice-
mail in which Gerace asks
Bongiovanni about fracing
a drug dealer's cellphone.
"Is there a way to ping it
like police do?" he said, ac-
cording fo court records.
"I just want to know if you
could do that or not."
Gerace attorney Mark Fofi
said his client "denies all
charges and looks forward
to confronting the govern-
ment's evidence at his frial."
The long list of witnesses in
the case includes dozens
of federal law enforce-
ment officers and a public
school teacher of 30 years
who admifted running a
marijuana-growing opera-
tion while receiving con-
fidential information from
Bongiovanni.

Prosecutor Tripi said Bon-
giovanni had two sets of
rules, one for cronies lining
his pockets and another for
everyone else.

"He did just enough legifi-
mate work to avoid detec-
fion," he said. "He almost
got away with it."O
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EPA approves year-round sales of higher ethanol blend in 8
Midwest states

By SCOTT McFETRIDGE
Associated Press

DES MOINES, lowa (AP) —
Drivers in eight Midwestern
states will be able to fuel up
with a higher blend of etha-
nol throughout the year un-
der a final rule announced
Thursday by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.
The biofuels industry and
farming groups, with sup-
port of Midwest governors,
sought the end of a sum-
mertime ban on sales of
gasoline blended with 15%
ethanol for years. The high-
er blend has been prohib-
ited because of concerns it
could worsen smog during
warm weather.

The move reflects the im-
portance of ethanol to
agriculture. The fuel addi-
five consumes roughly 40%
of the nation’s corn crop,
so higher sales of ethanol
could mean greater profifs
for corn farmers.

The rule, which takes ef-
fect in April 2025, will apply
in lllinois, lowa, Minnesotaq,
Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio,
South Dakota and Wiscon-
sin. Those states grow the
bulk of the U.S. corn crop
and are home to much of
the natfion’s ethanol pro-
duction. The EPA said it
delayed implementation
of the new rule because

An American Ethanol label is shown on a NASCAR race car gas tank at Texas Motor Speedway
in Fort Worth, Texas, Nov. 1, 2014.

of concerns there wasn't
enough supply to meet de-
mand this summer. Ethanol
producers welcomed the
change but criticized the
EPA for that delay. “While
we are pleased to see EPA
has finally approved year-
round E15 in these eight
states, we are exiremely
disappointed by the agen-
cy's needless decision fo
delay implementation until

2025,” the Renewable Fuels
Association, a trade group,
said in a statement. “It's
helpful to finally have some
certainty about 2025 and
beyond, but what happens
this summere”

Most gasoline sold across
the countfry is blended
with 10% ethanol, though
15% blends are becom-
ing increasingly common,
especially in the Midwest.

Associated Press

E15 summer sales still will
not be allowed in most of
the country during summer,
though agricultural groups
are pushing for a nation-
wide policy change.

The biofuels industry and
politicians of both parties
have portrayed ethanol as
a product that helps farm-
ers, reduces prices at the
pump and lessens green-
house gas releases be-

cause the fuel burns more
cleanly than straight gaso-
line. However, environmen-
talists and others have said
increased ethanol produc-
fion can increase carbon
releases because it results
in more corn production,
leading to increased use of
fertilizer and greater releas-
es of nitrate. Synthetic and
natural fertilizers also are
a leading source of water
pollution.

The EPA has approved
sales of E15 for cars and
frucks manufactured after
2000.

Grow Energy, another
bioenergy trade associa-
tion, estimates the higher
blend will cost consumers
15 cents a gallon less than
10% ethanol.

Petroleum refiners have
opposed the Midwest-spe-
cific rules, saying a special
blend in one region would
increase costs and could
lead to tighter fuel supplies.
The American Petroleum
Institute, a frade group,
said a national standard
was needed. “We are con-
cerned this piecemeal ap-
proach could weaken the
resiliency of the region’s
fuel supply chain,” Will Hup-
man, a vice president at
the group said in a stafe-
ment.

Americans reporting nationwide cellular

Cricket Wireless and other providers

By MICHELLE CHAPMAN

AP Business Writer

A number of Americans are
dealing with cellular outag-

es on AT&T, Cricket Wireless,
Verizon, T-Mobile and other
service providers, accord-
ing to data from Downde-

A cellular phone tower is shown on Monday, May 22, 2017 in

High Ridge, Mo.

Associated Press

tector. AT&T, who was the
hardest hit, is actively work-
ing to restore service to all
of its customers.

AT&T had more than 58,000
outages around noon ET, in
locations including Hous-
ton, Atlanta and Chicago.
The outages, which be-
gan at approximately 3:30
a.m. ET, peaked at around
73,000 reported incidents.
The carrier has more than
240 million subscribers, the
country’s largest.

"Some of our customers are
experiencing wireless ser-
vice interruptions this morn-
ing. Our network teams
tfook immediate action and
so far three-quarters of our
network has been restored.

outages from AT&T,

We are working as quickly
as possible to restore ser-
vice to remaining custom-
ers,” AT&T and Cricket said
in a statement.

Cricket Wireless, which is
owned by AT&T, had more
than 9,000 outages, Down-
detector said Thursday.
Verizon had more than
2,000 outages and T-Mobile
had more than 1,400 out-
ages. Boost Mobile had
about 700 outages.
“Verizon's network is oper-
ating normally. Some cus-
tomers experienced issues
this morning when calling
or texting with customers
served by another carrier.
We are confinuing to moni-
tor the situation,” Verizon

said.

T-Mobile said that it did not
experience an outage.
“Our network is operating
normally. Down Detector is
likely reflecting challenges
our customers were having
aftempting to connect to
users on other networks,” T-
Mobile said.

Some iPhone users have
seen SOS messages dis-
played in the status bar on
their cellphones. The mes-
sage indicates that the
device is having frouble
connecting to their cellular
provider's network, but it
can make emergency calls
through other carrier net-
works, according fo Apple
Support. ]
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Florida gets closer to banning social media for kids under 16

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON
Associated Press
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) —
Florida is on the verge of
passing one of the nation’s
most restrictive bans on
minors’ use of social me-
dia after the state Senate
passed a bill Thursday that
would keep children under
the age of 16 off popular
platforms regardless of pa-
rental approval.

The measure now goes
back to the state House,
where the speaker has
made the issue his top pri-
ority during the legislative
session that ends March 8.
Still, critics have pointed to
similar efforts in other states
that have been blocked by
courts.

The bill targets any social
media site that fracks user
activity, allows children to
upload material and infer-
act with others, and uses
addictive  featfures de-
signed to cause excessive
or compulsive use. Sup-
porters point to rising sui-
cide rates among children,
cyberbullying and preda-
tors using social media to
prey on kids. “We're talking
about businesses that are
using addictive features to
engage in mass manipula-
fion of our children to cause

Rep. Erin Grall, R-Vero Beach Rep. asks a question in the Florida House of Representatives, May
25, 2022 at the Capitol in Tallahassee, Fla.

them harm,” said the bill’s
sponsor, Republican state
Sen. Erin Grall.

Other states have consid-
ered similar legislation, but
most have not proposed
a total ban. In Arkansas, @
federal judge blocked en-
forcement of a law in Au-
gust that required parental
consent for minors to cre-

afe new social media ac-
counts.

Supporters in Florida hope
that if the bill becomes
law, it would withstand le-
gal challenges because
it would ban social media
formats based on addic-
five features such as nofifi-
cation alerts and autoplay
videos, rather than the

Associated Press

content on their sites.

But opponents say it bla-
fanfly violates the First
Amendment and that it
should left to parents, not
the government, to monitor
children’s social media use.
“This isn't 1850. While par-
ents show up at school
board meetings to ban
books, their kids are on

their iPads looking at really
bad stuff,” said Democratic
state Sen. Jason Pizzo.

He sarcastically said law-
makers have other options
if they want to parent other
people’s children.

“Let’s have a bill that en-
courages engaging with
your children, cooking din-
ner, sitting at a table to-
gether, making eye con-
tact, caling grandma to
see if she's OK once in a
while.” he said.

The state Senate passed
the bill on a 23-14 vote, with
a mix of Democrats and Re-
publicans on both sides of
the issue. Republican Gov.
Ron DeSantis has expressed
some skepticism of the leg-
islation as currently written.
DeSantis said he under-
stfood that the platforms
could be harmful to teen-
agers, but that parents
need fo play a role in moni-
foring use.

“We can't say that 100% of
the uses are bad because
they're not,” DeSantis said
at an Orlando-area news
conference. "l don't think
it's there yet, but | hope
we can get there in a way
that answers parents’ con-
cerns.”

Some parents also have
mixed feelings.(d

Feds accuse alleged Japanese crime boss of
conspiring to traffic nuclear material

NEW YORK (AP) — A leader
of a Japan-based crime
syndicate conspired to
fraffic uranium and pluto-
nium from Myanmar in the
belief that Iran would use it
to make nuclear weapons,
U.S. prosecutors alleged
Wednesday. Takeshi Ebi-
sawa, 60, and his confed-
erates showed samples of
nuclear materials that had
been transported from
Myanmar to Thailand to an
undercover Drug Enforce-
ment Administration agent
posing as a narcofics and
weapons trafficker who
had access fo an Iranian
general, according to fed-
eral officials. The nuclear
material was seized and
samples were later found
to contain uranium and
weapons-grade plutonium.

“As alleged, the defen-
dants in this case trafficked
in drugs, weapons, and
nuclear material  going
so far as to offer uranium
and weapons-grade plu-
fonium fully expecting that
Iran would use it for nuclear
weapons,” DEA Administra-
tor Anne Milgram said in a
statement. “This is an ex-
traordinary example of the
depravity of drug fraffickers
who operate with total dis-
regard for human life.”

The nuclear material came
from an unidentified lead-
er of an “ethnic insurgent
group” in Myanmar who
had been mining uranium
in the country, according to
prosecutors. Ebisawa had
proposed that the leader
sell uranium through him in
order to fund a weapons

purchase from the general,
court documents allege.

According to prosecutors,
the insurgent leader pro-
vided samples, which a
U.S. federal lab found con-
tained uranium, thorium
and plutonium, and that
the “the isofope composi-
tion of the plutonium™ was
weapons-grade, meaning
enough of it would be suit-
able for use in a nuclear
weapon. Ebisawa, who
prosecutors allege is a
leader of a Japan-based
infernational crime  syn-
dicate, was among four
people who were arrested
in April 2022 in Manhattan
during a DEA sting opera-
tion. He has been jailed
awaiting trial and is among
two defendants named in
a superseding indictment.

Ebisawa is charged with
the international traffick-
ing of nuclear materials,
conspiracy to commit that
crime, and several ofher
counts.

An email seeking comment
was sent fo Ebisawa's at-
torney, Evan Loren Lipton.
U.S. Attorney Damian Wil-
liams said Ebisawa “bra-
zenly” trafficked the mate-
rial from Myanmar to other
countries. “He allegedly
did so while believing that
the material was going to
be used in the develop-
ment of a nuclear weap-
ons program, and the
weapons-grade plutonium
he frafficked, if produced
in  sufficient  quantities,
could have been used for
that purpose,” Williams said
in the news release. ]

This image provided by the
U.S. Attorney, Southern District
of New York shows a photo
from a complaint document
filed by SDNY that shows
Takeshi Ebisawa handling a
rocket launcher.

Associated Press
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U.S. Congress members praise Taiwan's democracy in a visit that’s
certain to draw China'’s scruhny

By KEVIN FREKING and SIM-
INA MISTREANU

Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — A
group of United States Con-
gress members met with
Taiwan's president Thurs-
day in a show of bipartisan
support that is certain to
draw scrufiny from Chinag,
which opposes such visits
and sees them as a chal-
lenge fo its claim of sover-
eignty over the self-govern-
ing island.

Two years ago, a visit by
then-House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to Taiwan resulted in
China dispatching warships
and military aircraft to all
sides of the democratic is-
land, and firing ballistic mis-
siles info the waters nearby.
In a meeting Thursday with
Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen, Rep. Mike Gal-
lagher, the Republican
chair of the House Select
Committee on the Chinese
Communist Party, highlight-
ed the bipartisan support
for the U.S.-Taiwan partner-
ship, which he described as
“stronger and more rock-
solid than ever now.”

The U.S., like most countries,
doesn’t formally recognize
Taiwan as a country but
maintains robust informal
relations with the island and
is bound by its own laws to
provide it with the weapons

A
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it needs to defend itself.
Gallagher thanked Tsai,
who is nearing the end of
her second and last term in
office, for her leadership in
Taiwan and for distinguish-
ing herself “as a leader
within the free world.”

Tsai thanked the U.S. for
continuing to help Taiwan
stfrengthen its self-defense
capabilities.

“Together we are safe-
guarding freedom and de-
mocracy and maintaining

regional peace,” she said,
adding that she hoped to
see more exchanges be-
tween the U.S. and Taiwan
in arange of domains.

In Beijing, Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
said that China opposes
any form of official ex-
change between the U.S.
and Taiwan. “Taiwan is an
inalienable part of Chinese
territory,” she said.

The delegation, led by Gal-
lagher, R-Wis., and Raja

‘i

In this photo released by the Taiwan Presidential Office, Taiwan'’s President Tsai Ing-wen, right,
meets with Rep. Mike Gallagher, the Republican chair of the House Select Committee on the

Chinese Communist Party, center, and Raja Krishnamoorthi, D.-lll., in Taipei, Taiwan, Thursday,
Feb. 22, 2024.

Associated Press

Krishnamoorthi, D.-lll., was
expected to be in Taiwan
for three days as part of a
larger visit to the Indo-Pa-
cific region. Other mem-
bers include Reps. John
Moolenaar, R-Mich.; Dusty
Johnson, R-S.D.; and Seth
Moulton, D-Mass.

Conisisting of some of Con-
gress’ staunchest crifics of
China, the bipartisan del-
egation was to meet with
other senior Taiwanese
leaders and members of

civil society to discuss U.S.-
Taiwan relations, regional
security and trade, among
other issues of mutual inter-
est.

Krishnamoorthi said Taiwan
is one of the United States’
“closest friends” and a role
model for democracy, af-
ter Lai Ching-te emerged
victorious as Taiwan's pres-
ident-elect and vowed to
safeguard the island’s de
facto independence from
China and further align it
with other democracies.
“It's one of the most robust,
most vibrant, one of the
most exciting democracies
in the world,” Krishnamoor-
thi said. “And this year,
when half of the world’s
population will be going to
the polls to vote, you pro-
vided a role model for how
elections should be con-
ducted, and for that we
salute you on this peaceful
transfer of power, and you
are an exemplar of democ-
racy.” Krishnamoorthi is the
House Select Committee
on the Chinese Communist
Party’'s ranking Democrat.
The committee was formed
in 2023 and has held nu-
merous hearings focused
on human rights, frade,
cyber infrusions and other
issues cenftral to the rising
tensions between the two
superpowers.

Denmark records highest number of antisemitic incidents since
WWII, part of a grim European trend

By JAN M. OLSEN
Associated Press
COPENHAGEN, Denmark
(AP) — The number of anti-

semitic incidents registered
in Denmark since the Oct.
7 attack on lIsrael that ig-
nited the war in Gaza has

A soldier of the Danish Army (Forsvaret) guards the
Copenhagen Synagogue, Saturday Dec. 16, 2023.
Associated Press

reached levels not seen
since World Warlll, the head
of the Scandinavian coun-
try’s small Jewish commu-
nity said Thursday.

“We have seen the the big-
gest anfisemitic wave in
Denmark since 1943,” when
Denmark was occupied
by Nazi Germany, Henri
Goldstein, head of the
1,800-strong Jewish Com-
munity, told The Associated
Press on Thursday. That was
the year some 7,200 Danish
Jews were evacuated to
neutral Sweden to prevent
their deportation to a Nazi
concentration camp, leav-
ing almost no Jews in Den-
mark.

The figures, compiled by

the community's security
organization, were on a
par with reports in other
European countries. Gold-
stein said that “after Oct. 7,
we have seen antisemitism
on steroids.”

“We have seen a violent
escalation, not least fueled
by the uncontrolled spread
of hatred on social me-
dia,” he said, adding that
in 2023, "“all 121 incidents
were Jew-hatred - and not
‘just criticism of Israel.”

Of the 121 incidents, 20
were death threats “which
we have not since since
the 1980s,” Goldstein said,
referring to threats made
then against two leading
figures in the Jewish com-

munity - an editor-in-chief
and the chief rabbi.

Jews in Denmark were ad-
vised not to wear Jewish
symbols openly, Goldstein
said.

Most of the cases involved
hate messages, more than
half of them online. The re-
port only mentfioned known
cases of antisemifism but
the community said that
“the vast majority of anfi-
semitic incidents are never
reported.”

Many European countries
have registered a rise in re-
ported antisemitic acts and
comments since the out-
break of the war in Gaza.
There are currenfly up to
7,000 Jews in Denmark.(.
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A stray whale died in Osaka Bay, raising questions about the
cause and the cost of disposal

By MARI YAMAGUCHI
Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — A whale as
long as a train car that died
after straying info a port in
Oscka last month is set to
be buried until it naturally
becomes a skeletal speci-
men for a local museum.
It's the third year in a row
that whales have become
stfranded in the areaq, rais-
ing questions about the
reasons why and the cost
of handling the incidents.
The animal is believed to
be a male sperm whale,
about 12 meters (39 feet)
long and weighing an es-
timated 20 tons, and was
earlier spotted in the Sakai
Semboku Port in mid-Janu-
ary.

It had since been spoftted
in a number of locations in
Osaka Bay, unfil Sunday,
when a boat captain re-
ported to the coast guard
that the whale was not
breathing. Prefectural of-
ficials and experts took a
boat out to check on the
whale and confirmed its
death on Monday, presum-
ably due to starvation.
Osaka officials have decid-
ed to bury the dead whale
at a section of a nearby-
industrial  waste disposal
complex after cetacean
experts carried out an au-

A whale, confirmed dead by field investigation, floats in Osaka Bay in Sakai city, western Japan,

on Feb. 19, 2024.

topsy, collecting samples
fo determine the cause
of the whale’s death, pre-
fectural environmental de-
partment official Toshihiro
Yamawaki said.

Television footage showed
the dead whale being
carefully lifted by a crane
and transported to the buri-
al site, where it will stay un-
derground for a few years
until it becomes naturally
skeletonized. Officials  will
then dig it up and donate

it to the local natural mu-
seum.

The cause of the sfranding
is unknown.

Yamawaki  said  whales
have been sighted on and
off not only in Osaka Bay
but across Japan, nofing
experts’ view that whales
generally follow the move-
ment of the warm Kuroshio
tide. Those that somehow
miscalculated the distance
and went too close to the
coast may become strand-

Associated Press

ed, scientists think.

On average, more than
300 whale strandings have
been reported across Ja-
pan annually, though the
number fluctuates every
year. In 2020, more than
370 strandings were re-
ported, while the number
decreased to 116 last year,
according to the National
Museum of Nature and
Science's whale stranding
site.

The Osaka case involved a

single animal as with in most
other sfrandings, though
sometimes several whales
have been seen stranded
on nearby coasts.

Experts have cited a num-
ber of possible causes for
the stranding, including
tidal fluctuations, diseases
and climate change, but
they are still under investi-
gation.

Some experts noted the
structure of Osaka Bay,
which has many narrow
passages, may make it dif-
ficult for stray whales to go
back to the sea.

As soon as the whale was
spotted, prefectural offi-
cials had started discussing
what to do in case it died
in the bay. They learned
their lesson the hard way
last year, when another
sfranded sperm  whale,
Yodo-chan, died only four
days after it showed up
and began to decom-
pose, at a cost to the pub-
lic purse of more than 80
million yen ($533,000), trig-
gering criticism. The cost
of the offshore burial was
nearly 10 times the amount
spent in 2021 on another
stray whale that was buried
on land. “The cost will be
much lower this fime,” Osa-
ka Gov. Hirofumi Yoshimura
reassured residents..]

Brazil’s Bolsonaro chooses to remain silent in meeting
as part of coup allegation

By ELEONORE HUGHES
Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — For-
mer Brazilian president Jair
Bolsonaro and some of his
former top aides met Thurs-
day with police as part of
an investigation into al-
legations they plotted a
coup fo remove Bolson-
aro's successor, Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva.

Bolsonaro arrived at Fed-
eral Police headquarters in
the capital Brasilia, as did
some of his former officials,
including some top military
adyvisers. The former leader
chose to remain silent.
Supreme Court documents
show the alleged plot in-
volved Bolsonaro signing

a decree in the event that
he lost the 2022 election to
declare that the vote was
fraudulent, to justify a pos-
sible  military intervention
and convene new elec-
tions. Bolsonaro never is-
sued the decree to set the
final stage of the alleged
plan in action.

No one has been formally
charged in the case.

A total of 23 people were
expected to give state-
ments Thursday, of which
13 were in Brasilia, accord-
ing to a federal official,
who requested anonymity
to share the information.
Among them were Bolson-
aro, his 2022 running mate
and minister, Gen. Walter

Braga Netto; a former ad-
viser, Gen. Augusto Heleno;
former Justice Minister An-
derson Torres and the head
of Bolsonaro’s Liberal Party,
Valdemar Costa Neto.

“Police can begin to iden-
tify inconsistencies or gaps
in information, no matter
how much they have pre-
pared forit,” said Leonardo
Paz, a political scientist at
the Geftulio Vargas Foun-
dation, a think tank and
university in Rio de Janeiro.
Bolsonaro said before the
meeting he would likely
decline to comment to po-
lice, citing a lack of access
to documents. “I follow the
advice of the lawyers. If
they have access (to the

file) by fomorrow, obviously
I'll talk,” he said during an

with police

interview with CBN radio on
Wednesday.

Former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro arrives to Federal
Police headquarters to testify in an ongoing investigation in
Brasilia, Brazil, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2024.

Associated Press
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Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites

has to offer

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free international phone
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fitness
room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And a secu-
rity guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1
mile from Aruba's beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino's, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a

golf course.
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Food culture in Aruba

(Oranjestad) - Like many other cul-
tures, an important aspect of the
Aruban cultural identity is our con-
nection to food and food traditions.
The local food traditions consist of
a melting pot of different cultural
and religious eating habits and
dishes.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner

The routine of breakfast, lunch and
dinner on the island is one that
does not completely follow a Euro-
pean or American routine, despite
the major influences from these
parts of the world on our culture
and way of living. When it comes
to the three important meals of the
day, most of the Aruban popula-
fion follows a Latin-American influ-
enced roufine.

Breakfast

Breakfast in Aruba is quite simple: a
cup of coffee or tea, some bread,
and sometimes an egg. Some-
times, due fo the need of a quick
“to-go” breakfast, you may also

find many snack frucks and co-
fes that sell sandwiches, pastechis
(meat pie), arepas and empana-
das early in the morning.

Main Meal

The main meal is typically eaten in
most households around noon orin
the afternoon. This can consist of
meat, fish, and chicken—stewed
or fried—with funchi (polenta) or
rice with stewed vegetables. Of-
ten, fried or boiled plantain or pan
bati (Aruban pancake) is included.
Stews are astaple in Aruban cuisine
and can are largely influenced by
Lafin-American and Latin/Afro-Ca-
ribbean Stews. Some of the more
unique stews and soups from the
ABC Islands* include sopi di bon-
chi cora (red kidney bean soup
with pig tail), sopi mondongo (tripe
soup), carni stoba (beef stew),
comcomber stoba (West Indian
gherkin stew) and much more.

Dinner Time

Dinner time can vary significantly
from household to household. Un-
like the U.S. or in Europe, dinner
time typically does not consist of
a whole (warm) meal. Instead,
the evening “meal” can typically
consist of something lighter, like a
sandwich, though it is not uncom-

s

:-‘i;r‘ﬁil%‘ﬂﬁj

So please, for your next frip to Aruba book directly with us at Aruba

Quality Apartments & Suites.
Don’'t hesitate to contact us...
Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites

Tel: (297)-582-0697
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

Mairisella, Aislinn, Janique & Alec.

Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.com

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095

Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands: 085-009-0218

Office Hours: Monday — Friday: 8am-7pm. Saturday & Sunday: ?2am-

Spm.

Facebook: @qualityapartments Instagram: aruba_quality_apts

mon o see leffovers from the main
meal reheated and eaten again.
Tea and coffee are often also
served with the evening snack.

(Religious) Holidays

Christmas is probably the biggest
global holiday, and every cul-
ture has its own spin on what their
Christmas cuisine entails. In Aru-
ba, our Christmas cuisine is again
largely based on Latin-American
influences, most notably form Ven-
ezuela. Ayacas and the famous
pan di ham* are two crucial holi-
day dishes, along with stuffed tur-
key, roasted glazed ham topped
with pineapples, arroz con pollo
(rice and chicken) and potato sal-
ad, among other items. Traditional
drinks include ponche crema (Aru-
ban eggnog), chuculati pinda (hot
chocolate with peanut butter),
and homemade fruit punch. Des-
sertfs include, bolo di pistachio (pis-
tachio cake), bolo di cashupete
(cashew cake), quesillo (flan), bolo
preto (dark fruit cake), drigidek
(gingerbread), pan boyo (bread
cake) and more.

Snacks and tasty delights
Besides meals and dishes that are
eaten on the dinner table, Aruba

also has a food fradition that in-
cludes snacks and other tasty
delights that you may easily find
around the island. These include,
Saco*, basket, pastechi, kroket,
deditos, Johnny cake and more.
These snacks are usually sold at lo-
cal snack trucks and cafes, often
located on the side of the road.
In the area of Tanki Leendert and
Tanki flip, for example, there are
many of these frucks parked on
the side of the road and often
open until late at night—offering
tasty and filling snacks post night-
life fun.

*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bonaire and
Curacao

*Pan di ham: Derived from the
Venezuelan Pan de Jamon (rolled
up bread with ham, raisins and ol-
ives)

*Saco: Saco literally means “bag”.
Saco contains fried potatoes,
plantains, chicken (and ribs) and
a Johnny cake, served in a paper
bag.

Source: Voeding, voedingsge-
woonten en gerechten op Aruba
(Nutrition, Food Traditions and Dish-
es on Aruba) by Biblioteca Nacio-
nal Aruba
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, 57 Free Sangria
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LIVE SHOW

Wed & Fri - 7pm-9pm

Lessons from our elders:
Plants and fruits for medicinal use (part 2)

4

(Oranjestad)—In
week’s edition, we shared

with our readers some me-
dicinal use for plants and

fruits, passed down from
our elders through genera-
tions. This week, we present
two more uses of fruits and
plants for medicinal use.

Sweet potato

According fo our elders,
sweet potato is mostly use-
ful for low blood pressure.
People who suffer from low
blood pressure were ad-
vised to eat sweet potato 2
to 3 times a week. Howev-
er, if you have high blood
pressure, it is best not to eat
foo much sweet potato, as
this raises blood pressure.
Sweet potatoes are also
great for people who work
hard labor jobs, and it's
been said to be aid blood
circulafion in the body,
as well as help those with
hemorrhoids or diarrhea.

Many of our elders opted to
plant sweet potatoes them-
selves, mostly because of
how easy it was to do so.
Cut the end of a sweet po-
tato let it sit in shallow wa-

SHOW TICKETS

$35 p/p

Reservations:

©+297 744 4059

ter until it starts to sprout.
Then you may plant it in the
ground. Sweet potatoes
need plenty of water to
grow, especially in the first
week in the ground. It was
said that once you start to
notice the ground crack
underneath the flowers, it is
fime to harvest. This should
happen around month 3.

Pomegranate

Pomegranates are also
one of the easier fruits to
plant and harvest. Origi-
nated from Persia, this
plant can grow almost ev-
erywhere. In Aruba, there
are many homes that have
a tiny or big pomegranate
free. You may be wonder-
ing what the difference is
between a small and big
pomegranate tree, for
which the answer is based
on harvest time. Tiny trees
produce tinier pomegran-
ates that can be harvest-
ed early on. Confrarily,
big trees produce bigger
pomegranates, but they

need enough time to fully
ripen before harvesting,
otherwise you might end
up with bitter seeds. Pome-
granate trees are also very
easy to plant. In essence,
if you just throw the seeds
on the ground, they could
grow into a free.

In terms of medicinal use,
pomegranate skins are
said to have a few benefits
for our health. According
to customs, pomegranate
skin tea can help those that
suffer from diarrhea. Dried
pomegranate skin tea is
also good for people who
have worms. Pomegranate
flowers can be boiled to
make a drink and this can
be used for irritated gums;
just take a swig and let the
tea sit in your mouth for a
couple minutes.

Source: Remedi i Kustum-
ber di nos Bieunan (Medi-
cine and Customs of our
Elderly) by Dinah Veeris

Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Costa Linda Beach

Resort!

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great
pleasure of recognizing
Goodwill Ambassadors of
Aruba. These Ambassa-
dorswere respectively hon-
ored with a certificate ac-
knowledging their years of
visits, loyalty, and love for
the island of Aruba.

The honor certification is
presented on behalf of the
Minister of Tourism as a to-
ken of appreciation and
to say “Masha Danki” to
guests who have visited
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or
more consecutively.

The three honoring levels

are as follows:
Distinguished
(10>years

Visitor
consecutively

visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador
(20>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador
(35>years consecutively

visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:
Goodwill Ambassadors Mr.
George & Mrs. Eloise Le-
upold from New Jersey,
United States

Ms. Marouska Heyliger rep-
resenting the Aruba Tour-
ism Authority, and staff
members of the Costa Lin-

da Beach Resort bestowed
the certificateto the honor-
ees, presented them with
memorable gifts, and also
thanked them for choosing
Aruba as their best-loved
vacation destfination, as
theirhomeawayfromhome.

Top reasons for returning
fo Aruba provided by the
honorees were:

The Costa Linda Beach
Resort & Aruba’s beautiful
beaches

“The friends we have made
over the years that have
become like family to us”
Costa Linda's wonderful
staff

Aruba’s restaurants

“Watching the sunset over
the ocean”

On behalf of the Aruba
Tourism Authority, we

Tian,

would like to express our
sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to the honorees
for their continued visits to

the "One Happy Island”.
TS L F T 2
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We're giving away

30 minutes from
7pm to Midnight!

$50 Free Slot Play
to lucky slot and table
game players every

Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Aruba Tours & Adventures | Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe
Behind The Mask | Juan Valdez Cafeé | Baskin-Robbins
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market | M8 Boutique
Fusion - Piano Wine & Cigar Bar | Shalom Body & Soul Spa
Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More | Twist of Flavors
The Lazy Lizard | Dunkin Donuts | Shalom Hair & Nails Bar
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | Curated Lab

Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Playa Linda Beach

Resort!

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great
pleasure of recognizing
Emerald Ambassadors of
Aruba. These Ambassadors
wererespectively honored
with a certificateacknowl-
edging their years of visits,
loyalty, and love for the is-
land of Aruba.

The honor certification is
presented on behalf of the
Minister of Tourism as a to-
ken of appreciation and
fo say “Masha Danki” fo

guests who have Vvisited
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or
more consecutively.

The three honoring levels
are as follows:

Distinguished Visitor
(10>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

Goodwill
(20>years

Ambassador
consecutively

visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador
(35>years consecutively

visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:
Emerald Ambassadors Mr.
Kenneth & Mrs. Barbara
Varga from New Jersey,
United States

Ms. Marouska Heyliger rep-
resenting the Aruba Tour-
ism Authority, and staff
members of the Playa
Linda Beach Resort be-
stowed the Emerald Am-
bassador certificate to the
honorees,presented them
with gifts, and also thanked
them for choosing Aruba

as their favorite vacation
destination,astheir home
away from home.

Top reasons for returning
to Aruba, provided by the
honorees were:

Aruba’s warm and friendly
people always treat them
like family

Aruba’s sun

Aruba'’s nice sandy beach-
es

“The ease of traveling to
Aruba”

Aruba’s year-round sunny

weather

On behalf of the Aruba
Tourism Authority, we would
like to express our sincere
gratitude and apprecia-
tion to the honoreesfor their
continued visits to the”One
Happy Island™.

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your
vacation?... we would like to porirait you! By inviting
you to send us your favorite vacation picture while
enjoying our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ....... Send
your picture with that text (including your name and
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com
and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't that
a special way to keep your best moments alive?
Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any oth-
er materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its
affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as
names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes with-
out compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy
reader every day again.

1:45 AM - 3PM

TARA LOUNGE

@( emenIS”

RESTAURANT

v

SUNDAY BRUNCH

$170 PER COUPLE | CHAMPAGNE INCLUDED

|"ADULTS ONLCYSSCASHISESES

AC INDOOR & OUTDOOR SEATING
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
elementsaruba.com | +297 583-1100 ext 3
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Visit the historic museum at Fort Zoutman!

(Oranjestad)—Located in
the middle of downtown
Oranjestad, situated right
next to the government
building “Cocolishi”, is one
of the oldest buildings of
Aruba: Fort Zoutman. First
constructed in 1796, this
site has been used (or left
unused) in many ways and
have survived eras of war
and attempted disman-
fling.

When anyone refers to Fort
Zoutman, they are actu-
ally referring to two sepa-
rate buildings that, over the
years, have been merged:
the fort and the fower.
That's right, the iconic
5-story, squared tower was

not part of the original

structure of the fort, and
is actually called "Willem
Il Toren”. Constructed in
1867, this tower was named
after the then-reigning king
of The Netherlands, Willem
lll. Willem Il Toren was origi-
nally a light fower, but after
a request from Lieutenant
Governor Jan Helenus in
1866, it also became a bell
tfower.

The fort itself was originally
constructed to protect
the commerce bay of
Paardenbaai from pirates
and other disreputable
characters roaming the
Caribbean Sea. Unlike the
Willem |ll Toren, Fort Zout-

man had a more fumul-
tuous past, including the

on-and-off reception of
unwanted members of the
English military several times
(The Netherlands was at
constant war with England
back in the colonial era).

Overthe years, both the fort
and the tower had func-
fioned as different govern-
ment center points, includ-
ing a tax and stamps office.
For some fime these two
buildings also housed a po-
lice precinct and jail, and
even experienced aban-
donment unftil the Cultural
Center Aruba Foundation
(CCA) petitioned for its
renovation in 1964, turning
the site into the Historic Mu-
seum it currently is.

Despite its small size, The
Historic Museum guards a
rich depository of the com-
mercial, military and social
history of Oranjestad, offer-
ing a glance into how the
social culture of the town
came to be. If you are in-
terested in history and want
to learn more about Aruba,
then Fort Zoutman should
definitely be included into
your ifinerary.

The museum is open Mon-
day to Friday from 9am-
6pm, and Saturday from
10am-2pm.

Source: The Old Fort of Aru-
ba by Jan Hartog.

Enjoy one of the best views on Aruba at the top of the Hooiberg Hill

(Oranjestad)—If you are
a regular hiker, or may-
be want to spice up your
morning work out session,
then you might enjoy one
of the most popular climb-
ing sites on the island: The
Hooiberg Hill. Accompa-
nied with a 600-step stair-
case, this hill overlooks a
great part of the island, the
Caribbean sea, and some-
times even the Santa Anna
mountain located in the
coastal state of Falcon in
Venezuela, providing one
of the best views you can
get on Aruba.

located at the center dis-
frict of the island, Santa
Cruz, the Hooiberg Hill is
the second highest point
on the island at 165 meters

above sea level (or about
540 feet above sea level).
The highest point is Jo-
manota Hill at 189 meters
(620 feet), located in the
Arikok National Park.

The staircase that run on
the side of the hill was first

built in 1951, when Mr. Edu-
ardo Tromp constructed it.
At that time, the staircase
consisted of 900 steps.
Over fime, as the steps
faced erosion, the govern-
ment decided o renovate
these stairs in 1991, This
new project delivered the

newer staircase with only
587 steps. However, don't
be fooled—it may still be
a work out fo get on top.
In addition, there is now a
gazebo placed halfway up
the stair for a little rest. The
view at this resting stop is
also a sight to see.

The best time to climb the
hill would be early in the
morning or right before
sunset, as it may not be as
hot. However, the hill is of
course open all day, every
day.
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Today is going to be a good day

(Oranjestad)—Here’s why:
Aruba Today collected
some things fo do BEYOND
the beach. Yes, we know.
Aruba, located 15 miles
north of Venezuela in the
warm waters of the south-
ern Caribbean, is home
to beautiful white-sand
beaches, 82-degree days,
and thus ideal for the per-
fect beach day. But we
are also blessed with some
of the warmest people in
the world and our island is
19.6 miles long and é miles
across, with a total area of
70 square miles. Bit more
to discover than the white
stretch on the coastline we
say. Let's mention some of
these hidden gems.

Nature Calls

The Arikok National park is
worth the ride. We love the
hikes that are guided by
the park’s rangers whose
job is fo maintain frails and
protect natural resources.
The flora and fauna are
beautiful and the histori-
cal sites tell you about the
island’s indigenous roofs.
The guided tours are even
free of charge. If you are
not up to walking, you can
drive through the park, one
way or another this park is
a great place to spend an
entire day. Cruising through
the landscape you end up
at some of the most stun-
ning beaches like Dos Pla-
ya or Daimara Beach. In To-
tal the park consists of 7907
acres protected nature
with a richness of animals
living in it. The Aruban whip-
taillizard (cododo), Aruban
cat eye snake (santanero)
and endangered rattle
snake (cascabel) are just
some of them, you can also
admire these close in the
park's Visitors’ Center. For
more information, visit the
website www.arubanation-
alpark.org

Philip's Animal Garden

To stay with the animals,
let's hop to an amazing
place. Something different
to do, an experience that
is to be enjoyed by peo-
ple of all ages. Welcome
to Philip's Animal Garden.
We are not talking about
a zoo here, this is actually
a sanctuary for all types
of creatures, from horses

fo peacocks, kangaroos
to turtles, monkeys, goats,
and many, many more dif-
ferent species. The place
was founded in 2009 and
it is the only organization
rescuing and rehabilitat-
ing exotic animals in Aru-
ba, which has resulted in
an amazing collection of
these animals. They pro-
vide a suitable living envi-
ronment for all the rescued
animals. Up until now the
owner, Philip, has built this
shelter with his own efforts;
building all the cages from
scrafch, designing all struc-
tures and welding them
with his own bare hands. His
goalis to upgrade the facil-
ities to a world-class animal
shelter with veterinary care
and round-the-clock staffs.
With the input from the Aru-
ban community and visitors
they provide the best care
for these animals. Please
check out their website for
more information: www.
philipsanimalgarden.com.

The Lighthouse

No, you would not think
of this as a hidden gem.
The California Lighthouse
is actually one of the most
known highlights in Aruba
and many repeated guests
most probably took the ride
uphill already. But, there is
a significant change to this
fower. Since September
2016 you can climb the
top. In 2015 Stichting Monu-
mentenfonds started the
restoration of the Califor-
nia Lighthouse. The project
finished in September 2016
and the Lighthouse is now
open for visitors to enjoy
the beautiful view from the
top. The construction of the
Cadlifornia Lighthouse start-
edin 1915. The name ‘Cali-
fornia’ came from a vessel
of the West India Company
and Pacific Steamship Co.
called ‘California’  that
shipwrecked in the area in
1891. Therefore they came
up with the idea of build-
ing a lighthouse that could
indicate the island’s east-
ern tip to ships with its light.
www.arubalighthouse.com
will give you more informa-
fion.

Kayak in the Mangroves
Mangel Halto at Savaneta
is definitely a place not to

miss out on. The beauti-
ful beach with the natu-
ral mangroves is simply a
beauty, but if you are into
a more active way to enjoy
the nature: take a kayak.
While you are doing some
workout -as it might get a
little windy and rough-, you
will see the island from a
different perspective. You
can even make a stop fo
do some snorkeling at the
reef. Its fun, it's healthy and
for sure something else.
There are several compa-
nies that offer kayak tours,
we had good experience
with The Shack Kayak Tours
Aruba, find them on Face-
book.

Take an “off-road” sight-
seeing tour

A must-do activity on the
island is for sure taking an
off-road sightseeing tfour.
If you have a rented car,
you can drive through the
north-eastern side of Aruba
and explore the natural
pools, caves, rock forma-
fions and gorgeous view
of the Aflantic Ocean. To
access most of these sights,
like the natural pool (Con-
chi) and the Guadirikiri and
Fontein caves, you must en-
ter through the Arikok Na-
tional Park and buy a day
pass. Then you drive up the
rugged road that leads you
through the white dunes,
caves and along the wind
turbines. Other locations,
like the Ayo and Casibari
Rock formation are situ-
ated more in the center of
the island, and are free for
guests, 24 hours a day.

Go for a shopping spree in
the city center

Need a new bathing suit?
Head to the city center of
Oranjestad, where there
is counfless of different
stores—both high end and
more affordable—that can
offer you the service you
deserve!l Local shopping
stores often offer a more
affordable price, and have
a variety of clothes, shoes,
bathing suites, purses and
more. Along the Royadl
Plaza strip, there are nu-
merous jewelry stores with
great quality jewelry. In
the Renaissance mall, you
can shop high-end luxury
brands, like Dolce & Gab-

bana, Kate Spade, Louis
Vuitton and more.

Around the high-rise hotel
area near Palm Beach, the

Paseo Herencia Mall con-
tain a variety of shopping
stores, restaurants, small
food stands and even a
movie theater!
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2 things pet insurance will cover
(and 3 it won't)

By SARAH SCHLICHTER of
NerdWallet

If you've ever spent a for-
tune at the emergency
vet, pet insurance might
sound appealing. By pay-
ing some of your vet ex-
penses, these policies can
save you money and help
you make care decisions
based on what's best for
your pet rather than what
you can afford.

But insurance doesn't pay
for everything. Before you
buy pet insurance, you'll
want to understand ex-
actly what it will and won't
cover.

COVERED: ACCIDENTS

If you want coverage for
unexpected vet expenses,
you can choose either an
accident-only plan or an
accident and illness plan.
Both can pay fo treat inju-
ries such as broken bones,
snakebites or swallowed
socks. Coverage varies by
company, but you can ex-
pect most pet insurance
policies to pay for diag-
nostic tests, surgery and

A person walks their dog through the snow Tuesday, Feb. 13,

2024, in Providence, R.I.

medications, Dr. Aliya Mc-
Cullough, chief veterinary
officer and director of vet-
erinary affairs at Fetch Pet
Insurance, said in an email.
The vet's examination fee
may or may not be cov-
ered, depending on your
policy.

And some companies may
charge extra to cover pre-
scription medication.

Most pet insurance policies

Associated Press

have a waifing period be-
tween when you buy the
plan and when coverage
takes effect. If your pet is
injured during the waiting
period, your plan won't re-
imburse you.

USUALLY COVERED: ILLNESS
The most common type of
insurance, accident and
ilness coverage, also pays
for tfreatment if your pet
gefts sick.d

CROSSWORD RTATTE D JATLTP[
By THOMAS JOSEPH AjLL1LVIE RSO X
¥ H|a[R[E[MIMK[E[E[N[E
ACROSS 42 Skiing -gio DIE[S
1 Supple spot G|AIMEEN E[WEMW| A|D
6 Aquarium 43 Like AIRIAIBIIICRPI1TIA
fish some FITRIE|IC|OIN[T|R|O|L
11 Earthy seals FIAIK ERRRIEISIEILIL
pigment 44 Campout EIS|S : d |l\J;| ;E%i
12 Grill waste  sights TONEDEALAR M
13 Note from 45 Does ARGNE WG
the boss some JEABE MERED
14 Track house- .
events work Yesterday’s answer
15 Pouchlike 7 Language 27 Sign
part DOWN suffix up
16 Stunned 1 Red-ink g John 28 Curly-
wonder %mowts Grisham coated
b lng]skiision ’ pt=|:6r‘i(‘;)|§i1 | book dog
19Swelled 3 John 9 ngt 30 Er'gg
head Grisham P
20 June book 10 Agree- 31 Goes 80
honoree 4 Skirt ment 33 Some
21 Tourist edge 17 Arrest change
stop 5 Device paper 39 Make a
99 Emall field  for a book 23 Buby of choice
24 Sports lover fims 41 Letter
figure 6 Domesti- 24— Lanka after
25 Car racer cated 26 Stockpiled  sigma
Enzo T 12 3 3 B 5 [7 B | [0
27 Fencing
sword " 2
29 Pedro’s 13 12
pals
32 Simple 15 16 [17 18
denials 13 20 21
33 Some
crime 22 23 24
evidence 75 2%
34 Music H - 30-
booster
35— Alamos |32 33 3
36 “— not for - - -
me to say”
37 Casual 38 39 0 |4
tqp az a3
38 Figure of
SpeeCh 44 a5
40 Boosted
2-23
AXYDLBAAXR
KLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, efc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
2-23 CRYPTOQUOTE
KGX'D KD XKRA DC DQKXH
DQYD DCTCSSCB KG Y XAB
UYZ BKDQ XC TKGDYHAG KX
KD ZAD? — EVRZ TY VU
TCXDFCTASZ
Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: SOONER OR LATER,
IF MAN IS EVER TO BE WORTHY OF HIS
DESTINY. WE MUST FILL OUR HEARTS WITH
TOLERANCE. — STAN LEE

Amazon to be added to the Dow
Jones Industrial Average, replacing
Walgreens Boots Alliance

amazon
~—

The Amazon logo is seen, June 15, 2023, at the Vivatech show

in Paris.

Associated Press

Beautiful Latin Girls _)
Pick-up & Delivery 5

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders

© +297 565-9535 4
W, PLEASUREINARUBAGS]

NEW YORK (AP) — Amazon.
com Inc. is being added to
the Dow Jones Industrial
Average, joining Apple,
Walt Disney, Walmart and
other companies that
make up the 30-stock
average. The e-commerce
giant will replace drugstore
operator Walgreens Boots
Alliance in the Dow before
the open of frading on
Monday, S&P Dow Jones
Indices said Tuesday.

The shift was prompted
by Walmart's decision
to do a 3-fo-1 stock split,
which will reduce its stock’s
weighting in the index. The
Dow is a price-weighted
index, so stocks that fetch
higher prices are given
more weight.
Seattle-based Amazon will
join the Dow on the same
day that Walmart executes
its stock split..]
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Silent brain changes precede Alzheimer's.
Researchers have new clues about which come first

By LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP Medical Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Al-
zheimer’'s quietly ravag-
es the brain long before
symptoms appear and
now scienfists have new
clues about the dominolike
sequence of those chang-
es a potfential window to
one day intervene.

A large study in China
fracked middle-aged and
older adults for 20 years,
using regular brain scans,
spinal taps and other tests.
Compared to those who
remained cognitively
healthy, people  who
eventually developed the
mind-robbing disease had
higher levels of an Alzheim-
er's-linked protein in their
spinal fluid 18 years prior to
diagnosis, researchers re-
ported Wednesday. Then
every few years afterward,
the study detected anoth-
er so-called biomarker of
brewing trouble.

Scientists don’'t know ex-
actly  how  Alzheimer's
forms. One early hallmark
is that sticky protein called
beta-amyloid, which over
fime builds up intfo brain-
clogging plagues. Amy-
loid alone isn't enough to
damage memory plenty
of healthy people’s brains
harbor a lot of plagque. An
abnormal tau protfein that
forms neuron-killing tangles
is one of several co-con-
spirators.

The new research, pub-
lished in the New England
Journal of Medicine, offers
a timeline for how those
abnormailities pile up.

The study's importance
“cannot be overstated,”
said Dr. Richard Mayeux,
an Alzheimer’s specialist at
Columbia University who
wasn't involved in the re-
search.

“Knowledge of the fim-
ing of these physiological
events is critical” for testing
new ways of treating and
maybe eventually even
preventing Alzheimer's, he
wrote in an accompany-
ing editorial.

The findings have no prac-
fical implications yet.

More than é million Ameri-

A closeup of a human brain affected by Alzheimer’s disease, is
displayed at the Museum of Neuroanatomy at the University at
Buffalo in Buffalo, N.Y., on Oct. 7, 2003.

cans, and millions more
worldwide, have Alzheim-
er's, the most common
form of dementia. There's
no cure. But last year a
drug named Legembi be-
came the first approved
with clear evidence that it
could slow the worsening
of early Alzheimer’s albeit
for a few months.

It works by clearing away
some of that gunky amy-
loid protein. The approach
also is being tested to see
if it's possible to delay Al-
zheimer's onset if high-risk
people are treated before
symptoms appear. Still oth-
er drugs are being devel-
oped fo target tau.Track-
ing silent brain changes
is key for such research.

Associated Press

Scientists already knew
that in rare, inherited forms
of Alzheimer’s that strike
younger people, a toxic
form of amyloid starts ac-
cumulating about two de-
cades ahead of symptoms
and at some point later tau
kicks in.

The new findings show the
order in which such bio-
marker changes occurred
with- more common old-
age Alzheimer's.
Researchers with Beijing’s
Innovation Center for Neu-
rological Disorders com-
pared 648 people even-
tually diagnosed with Al-
zheimer's and an equal
number who remained
healthy. The amyloid find-
ing in future Alzheimer’s

How ’ro I

ch us!

patients was the first, 18
years or 14 years prior to di-
agnosis depending on the
fest used.

Differences in fau were de-
tected next, followed by a
marker of frouble in how
neurons communicate. A
few years after that, differ-
ences in brain shrinkage
and cognitive test scores
between the two groups
became apparent, the
study found.

“The more we know about
viable Alzheimer's treat-
ment targets and when to
address them, the better
and faster we will be able
fo develop new thera-
pies and preventions,”
said Claire Sexton, the Al-
zheimer's Association’s
senior director of scientific
programs. She noted that
blood tests are coming
soon that promise to also
help by making it easier to
tfrack amyloid and tau.]
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HEALTH
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DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Eagle : Tel.587 9011
Centro Medico:Tel. 584 5794

Women in Difficulties

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/arubatoday/
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Hillary Swank gives inspirational ‘Ordinary Angels’ both the heart
and heft it needs

By JOCELYN NOVECK

AP National Writer

At the end of “Ordinary
Angels,” we're given one
of those now-see-how-it-
really-happened moments
with real footage mirroring
the climax of the film. That's
a really good thing.
Because otherwise, one
might be tempted to
think the filmmakers had
dreamed up a story too
sappy and inspirational to
be true. But no, this tale of
how one determined wom-
anrallied her community to
help save a dying young
girl took place largely as it’s
presented.

Despite the compelling
source material, “Ordinary
Angels” is one of those
movies where you can
predict developments with
certainty. You know in your
bones when the phone’s
about to ring with a fate-
ful call. You know when a
character is finally going to
lose patience, telegraph-
ing the obligatory Moment
of Conflict. And you know
when an alcoholic is go-
ing to relapse, even before
the shot of the beers in the
fridge. Such predictability
can be fatal for a film, but
“Ordinary Angels,” direct-
ed by Jon Gunn, has some-
thing crucial going for it Hil-
ary Swank. Noft for nothing,
we soon recall, has Swank
won two Oscars. With her
innate groundedness even
in big hair, fringed jacket,
sparkly dress and pink heels
she can lend fruth to most
any scenario. She gives
what could have been

i

This image released by Lionsgate shows Hilary Swank in a scene from “Ordinary Angels.”

merely a pass-the -Kleenex
weepie its heart, yes, but
more importantly its heft.
First, though, we meet Ed,
a Kentucky roofer ( Alan
Ritchson, solid and appeal-
ing). In flashback, Ed wel-
comes his second daugh-
ter at the hospital with his
wife, and the loving couple
name her Michelle. Flash
forward five years, though,
and Ed’s wife is dying of a
congenital disease. A dev-
astated Ed promises to take
care of the girls.

Now we meet Sharon
(Swank), a single hairdress-
er with an estranged son.
She’s also what they call

hard-living, which means
we meet her at where else?
a bar, where she dances
on the counter and does
shots and falls down and
ends up a mascara-stained
mess. Her wise friend Rose
there’'s always a wise friend
forces her to an AA meet-
ing, but Sharon still won't
call herself an alcoholic.
But she does hear some
good advice at the meet-
ing, where a man describes
learning to "“find a reason
to be here that's bigger
than you are.”

Like clockwork, Sharon
sees an arficle in the local
paper about a 5-year-old

Associated Press

girl Ed’s daughter Michelle
whose mother has just died
and who now needs a liver
fransplant. Sharon shows
up at the funeral unan-
nounced, then fells Rose
back at the salon that she
thinks her destiny is to find
the money for the frans-
plant. But meanwhile, there
are huge hospital bills, and
Ed can't afford them. With-
out asking, Sharon holds a
fundraiser and shows up
at the house with several
thousand dollars in cash.
Ed is, understandably, per-
plexed at this woman who
is soon eating dinner with
the family. But his mofther,

Barbara, welcomes Shao-
ron with open arms. “Mom,
she's amess,” Ed says. “Per-
fect, she'll fit right in here,”
Barbara replies.

Certainly they need mon-
ey. For one hospital stay,
Ed, who has no health in-
surance, is charged more
than $6,000 (the scene is
an advertisement for so-
cialized medicine). Soon
Sharon is sitting down with
Ed and going through all
his bills, making piles of
“urgent” and ‘“very ur-
gent.” (“Daddy’s in over his
head,” says older daughter
Ashley.) Sharon also helps
Ed market his roofing skills.

But Sharon is struggling in
her own life. Her estranged
son, embittered by her al-
coholism during his child-
hood, rejects her efforts to
reconcile. Sharon's words
fo him, even uttered by the
always-authentic ~ Swank,
are frite: “I know | let you
down,” she says. “Being
a single mom ain’'t easy.”
The by-the-numbers script
also leaves us wonder-
ing when, a full hour into
the movie, Ed asks Sha-
ron about her past: “Mar-
riede Kids?” You'd think
that would have come up
many moons ago, but OK.
Things go back and forth
between Ed and Sharon,
who may be an angel but
lacks boundaries. She pre-
tends to be his sister to call
and find out what he owes
the hospital. But later, she
convinces a group of hos-
pital executives to erase
hundreds of thousands of
dollars in debt.(d

Beyonce performs at a Get Out the Vote concert for
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton at the
Wolstein Center in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 4, 2016.

Associated Press

Beyoncé becomes first Black woman
to claim top spot on Billboard’s country

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Be-
yoncé made history once
again: The superstar singer
has become the first Black
woman to top Billboard’s
country music chart.

The Grammy winner
achieved the feat after
her new single “Texas Hold
‘EMm” reached No. 1 on the
counfry airplay chart this
week. She dropped the
song on Feb. 11 during the
Super Bowl along with her

other single "16 Carriag-
es,” which debuted at No.
9 on the same chart. Both
songs are expected to be
featured on Beyoncé's up-
coming, country-themed
album, which is referred to
as “actii,” on March 29. It's
a follow-up offering to her
2022 album “Renaissance,”
which is frequently referred
fo as “Act |: Renaissance.”

Beyoncé announced the
full-length new album after

a Verizon commercial she
starred in aired during the
Super Bowl this month.
Beyoncé is also the first
woman to claim the top
spot on the Hot Counfry
Songs and Hot R&B/Hip-
Hop Songs charts since
both began in 1958, ac-
cording fo Billboard. The
only other acts who have
tfopped both include Justin
Bieber, Billy Ray Cyrus and
Ray Charles.[[]
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Rivers hasn’'t been what the doctor ordered yet and struggling

Bucks have work to do down the stretch

By STEVE MEGARGEE

AP Sports Writer
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Doc Riv-
ers’ arrival was supposed
to ensure the Milwaukee
Bucks would develop into
one of the NBA's most dan-
gerous teams by the post-
season.

But they sure haven't
looked like contenders so
far.

The Bucks will retfurn from
the All-Star break on Friday
at Minnesota having gone
3-7 in Rivers’ first 10 games
as coach after the team
put together a 32-14 record
beforehand. There have
been questions whether this
was a good move for Riv-
ers, although two-fime MVP
Giannis  Anfetokounmpo
arguably the most impor-
fant voice when summariz-
ing the situation believesin
his new coach.

"He's coached a lot of suc-
cessful teams in the past,”
Antetokounmpo said dur-
ing the All-Star break.
“When you have that guy
on your bench, you have
to be able to bring your ‘A’
game.”

The Bucks have been fail-
ing in that effort.

Their last game before the
break was an embarrassing
113-110 loss at Memphis,
which was missing most of
its fop players due fo inju-
ries.

Tiger Woods'’
Tour event

Tiger Woods, left, watches
his son Charlie, right, putt
ball during the final round of
the PNC Championship golf
tournament Sunday, Dec.
17, 2023, in Orlando, Fla.
Associated Press

.

Milwaukee Bucks head coach Doc Rivers reacts in the second half of an NBA basketball game
against the Memphis Grizzlies, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn.

“You don’'t want to lose
games like this ever,” Rivers
said after that game. “Does
that change the way | think
about the teame No, it
doesn’t at all. | got a lot of
confidence in this group,
but we're going to have
fo make changes as far as
how we want to play ev-
ery night and how we ease
info the game.”

There are reasons for the
Bucks to be optimistic.
Milwaukee's record before
and after Rivers’ arrival

doesn’'t necessarily tell a
complete story.

Rivers took over just as the
Bucks were entfering the
most challenging portion of
their schedule.

The Bucks haven't had
their entire preferred start-
ing five available for any of
their last eight games.

The defense has improved.
Those factors and Rivers’
experience his 1,100 ca-
reer regular-season coach-
ing wins rank eighth in NBA
history make the Bucks

Associated Press

believe they’'ll eventually
succeed with him leading
the way. Rivers took over
for Adrian Griffin, who was
fired just 43 games into his
first head coaching job.

But the Bucks haven't deliv-
ered in the short fime Rivers
has been on the bench.

After losing five of their first
six games with Rivers, the
Bucks won two straight, in-
cluding a 112-95 victory
over the reigning cham-
pion Denver Nuggets. But
they followed that by losing

son shoots 86 in pre-qualifier for PGA

HOBE SOUND, Fla. (AP) —
The PGA Tour will have to
wait for the 15-year-old son
of Tiger Woods. In a pre-
qualifier Thursday, Charlie
Woods took a 12 on one
hole and shot 86.

Woods didn't make a
birdie at Lost Lake Golf
Club, one of four pre-qual-
ifier sites for the Cognizant
Classic. About two dozen
players combined from the
four sites would move on
to Monday's qualifier, from
which four players earn a
spotin the PGA Tour event.
Charlie Woods, who furned
15 earlier this month, has
played the 3é6-hole PNC

Championship with his fa-
ther the last four years in a
scramble format.

Woods played with Olin
Browne Jr., who qualified
for the U.S. Open last sum-
mer in Los Angeles. The
son of three-time PGA Tour
winner Olin Browne shot 72.
Woods ran into trouble
early with a pair of bogeys
and a double bogey on
the par-5 fifth hole. But it
was on the seventh, with
water down the right side
and water behind the
green, where the feen's
hopes ended for good.

He made a 12.

Woods made the turn in 47

and had two bogeys and
a double bogey on the
back for an 86.

The leading score when he
finished was a 65. Scores
are not updated unfil a
player finishes.

The pre-qualifier comes
with a $250 entry fee for
players with no tour status.
Tiger Woods was 16 and
already had won the first
of three straight U.S. Junior
Amateur titles when he re-
ceived a sponsor exemp-
fion to play his first PGA
Tour event in the Nissan
Open at Riviera. He had
rounds of 72-75 to miss the

cut.Q]

123-97 at home to a Miami
Heat team missing Jimmy
Butler and falling to Mem-
phis’ skeleton crew.

The Bucks were 30-13 and
second in the East when
Griffin  was fired. They're
now third in the East, 8 1/2
games behind the Boston
Celfics and 2 1/2 games
behind the Cleveland Cav-
aliers.

Bucks' management and
general manager Jon Horst
have made their champi-

onship expectations ap-
parent.
Milwaukee fired coach

Mike Budenholzer after the
Bucks' stunning first-round
playoff loss to Miami last
year. The Bucks shook up
their roster by adding sev-
en-time all-NBA guard Da-
mian Lillard. Then they fired
Griffin midway through the
season.

“It's been a very, very, very
hard season for everybody,
not just for the players, for
the coaching staff,” Ante-
tokounmpo said. “With the
changes, it's been a hard
season. But through it all, |
think we can get it done.”
Rivers has made a positive
impact in one aspect al-
ready.

Milwaukee ranks 12th in de-
fensive rating overits last 10
games after being 21st un-
der Griffin. The issues have
come on offense. Milwau-

kee ranks fifth this season
in offensive rating but is just
22nd overits last 10 games.
The Bucks should benefit
from the eventual return of
Khris Middleton, who has
missed five straight games
with a sprained ankle.
Milwaukee needs Lillard to
build on the momentum
he established last week-
end in winning the 3-point
shooting contest and get-
ting named All-Star Game
MVP. Lillard has shot 10 of
41 from 3-point range over
his last five games.

“I think any time you have
these types of experiences
where you have adversity
and things not flowing like
you expect them to or like
you would want it to, | think
that's the time that you've
got to just show who you
really are,” Lillard said.]
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QUALITY APARTMENTS
AND SUITES

www.arubaqualityapartments.com
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All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).

Swimming chi_[, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets.
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FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US.
Mon-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)
Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba
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Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.coml Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Patriots coach Jerod Mayo's new staff a mix of youth, vets and
connections to executive Eliot Wolf

By KYLE HIGHTOWER

AP Sports Writer
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP)
— Jerod Mayo was clear
when he was hired as the
New England Patriots new
coach that he wanted to
empower his new staff with
the freedom to have a
voice both on the sideline
and in the meeting rooms.
His new frio of coordino-
fors said Wednesday that
they are confident they will
have the space they need
to help the franchise begin
its rebuilding process next
season.

Mayo announced the ad-
difion of 17 new assistants
this week, who will provide
support for himself and
new coordinators Alex Van
Pelt (offensive), DeMar-
cus Covington (defensive)
and Jeremy Springer (spe-
cial teams). The group is
a mix of first-time coaches
such as former Patriots line-
backer Dont'a Hightower,
who will coach his former
position, and veterans such

Newly-named New England Patriots head coach Jerod Mayo faces reporters, Wednesday, Jan.
17, 2024, during an NFL football news conference, in Foxborough, Mass.

as Ben McAdoo, the for-
mer New York Giants head
coach, who will be a senior
offensive assistant.

As a first-time head coach,
Mayo said that hiring a for-

mer head coach such as
McAdoo was intentional.

‘It was important fo me
to have someone | could
bounce questions off of
that's actually sat in that

Associated Press

seat," Mayo said. "lt's been
great. And I've had a re-
lationship  with  coaches
around the league as well
who have offered to help.
They're not in the AFC, so

that's a good thing."

Mayo said that director of
scoutfing Eliot Wolf was a
key partner in helping build
out the staff, and his imprint
is easy to spot.

Wolf worked with both Van
Pelt and new defensive
line coach Jerry Montgom-
ery during Wolf's time as a
member of the Green Bay
Packers' front office.
McAdoo was also the quar-
terbacks coach for the
Packers in 2012 and 2013
when Van Pelt was their
running backs coach.
Mayo said the fact that
Van Pelt was fired after four
seasons as Cleveland's of-
fensive coordinator wasn't
a deterrent to bringing him
in to fry to fix a Patriots of-
fense that ranked near the
bottom of the league in
multiple categories.

"AVP ... | don't want to get
info what happened in
Cleveland, but all the peo-
ple | talked to — they speak
very highly of AVP," Mayo
said. 4

Chicago Bears add Jennifer King as their 1st ever female assistant

coach

Washington Football Team assistant running backs coach Jen-
nifer King works with the team before an NFL football game
against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021, in
Landover, Md.

LAKE FOREST, Ill. (AP) — The

Associated Press

Chicago Bears have hired

Jennifer King as their first
female coach in franchise
history working as an offen-
sive assistant with running
backs.

Coach Matt Eberflus filled
out his staff Wednesday
by announcing the final six
members.

Chris Beatty will coach
wide receivers with Chad
Morton in charge of run-
ning backs. Thomas Brown
will be the offensive passing
game coordinator, Jason
Houghtaling the assistant
offensive line coach and
Robbie Picazo an offensive
assistant working with quar-
terbacks and receivers.
King became the first Black

female in NFL history to
serve as d primary position
coach in 2021 with Wash-
ington. She first was hired
by Washington in 2020 as
an offensive intern, and she
spent the past three sea-
sons as an assistant running
backs coach.

She played 12 seasons as
a seven-tfime All-American
quarterback and  wide
receiver for the Carolina
Phoenix women's tackle
football team from 2006-17.
Brown has 13 years of expe-
rience, including the past
four in the NFL. He was of-
fensive coordinator for the
Carolina Panthers in 2023
after working the three

previous seasons with the
Rams. Beatty is a former
CFL player who was wide
receivers coach for the Los
Angeles Chargers the past
three seasons. He also has
15 seasons of coaching ex-
perience in college.

A seven-year NFL veteran,
Morton spent the previous
10 seasons in various roles
for the Seaftle Seahawks.
He has coached 15 sea-
sons in the NFL. Picazo has
coached 11 years, the past
two with Seattle and Hous-
ton.

Houghtaling spent the past
three seasons with the Ten-
nessee Titans, the final as
offensive line coach.]



